&

you'lllove a

any age

KAREN ELSO!
An English ros:
inq’(exa.

MIRANDAKERI
Surfer styl:
in Sydne

RICKY LAURE!
Family livin:
in Montaad/

- t SUC

I




efore  Rachel ‘Weise
sits down, she needs
o go tm the Ladies
“fyor o ger some
tissues,”  she  savs,
her accent a north
London  gloctal with
justa hint of American,
*my first cold in ages”,
and disappears in a whirl of mushroom
cashmere and clacking platforms. Minures
later she returns, damrily dahbing ar her
nose. “Realised Tneeded a pee while L was
there... Just thoughe vou'd like t know.”

It is reatime, i1 15 cold and we are siting
ara table in the back of The York & Allany
in Camden Lown, 0 mere stroll from the
house Weisz owns in Primrose Hill, where
she is staving while she promotes her
larest film, The Borae Legacy, opposite
Jeremy Kenner and Ed MNorgon.

O all our Hollywood exports, Weisz
1 arpuably one of the finest. She's one-
of-the-park beautiful —a kind of Mitel
Jessica Rabhir, but smart, smart, smart,
roce. What inrelligence, above anvthing
clse, she bronght t the wle of Tessa
Ouavle, in The Constant Gerdener, for
which she won an Oscar in 2006, And
wasn’t her Blanche DuBoms in the
Donmar production of Stetear — for
which she won an Olivier — pretty
peerless? Mo wonder America has
ermbraced her with such welcoming
arms. No wonder she has embraced ic
For, rechnically, “home”™ now is a
5p:u_'irm.\ apartment above a marton
parlour in Manhartan's East Village.
“Centrificd,” she savs, “but soll edgy
because of all the students.”

Yes, of course she misses London
“T adore English people!” = bur luckily
she can ger Radio 4 on digital and there
are supermarkets “which sell PG Tips
and Marmire”. Really? Can Mrand Mrs
James Bond do their shopping unhindered
in downeown Manhattan? Doesn’o she now
feel a licle exposed? “Oh, for goodness’
sakes, no, no no,” she savs, horrified that
I would chink such a thing, “1 don’t have any
hassles at all!™ And what about her hushand,
does he et to come with her? “Ie does, he
dnes,” she insists, “he just, er... wears a hat!”

This is not the first time Weisz and 1
have met. Thar was in the mid-Nineties,
when she was poing out with Sam Mendes,
We were in a box ar the Roval Albere Hall,
and T remember the pair of them rocking
up, she looking the ultimare indic ingénue
in a big whire vintage fur coar, with the sorr
of aura vou can feel on the back of your head.

Today Weisz, 42, is still as warm and open
and sclf-deprecatory (what a filthy laugh

for such a dainoy girl!), ver as maddeningly
inscrutable as ever, neither flinching nor
re-crossing one shapely leg over the other
if a topic she does not want to discuss
arises, Soll as arresting-looking, o, with
those Plaser of the Apes brows, as she once
called them, those bruised checkbones
and that werv-white skin (1 used 1o sic
out in Lampsread Garden Suburb covered
in Berzasol in my teens; then, when | hit
mv twenties, no more” ) She's got proper
normal laugh lines. wo. No Botox then,
just a really, really pood facialist in Los
Angeles “who does cranio-sacral therapy
and massages inside vour mouth.. Slightly
new-agey, it gets vou a little high.”

Being in her Mortics suits her She’s seill
minxy, obviously, with those dramatic
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fearnres and raven hair, bur she scems
wiser, more maternal, perhaps. As her best
friend and fellow Cambridge graduare
Rose Garnetr observes: “She 15 going o
be a fucking fabulous older woman.”
“Inshallah, God willing” says Weisz
gracioushy, “but then 1 loved ruming 40,
and the idea of turning 30 is fanmasric”
The look twday is tight, nght Rag &
Bone jeans (she lives in Rag & Bone nnless
she’s poing posh — then it's Scella, “whose
rrousers kind of lift one's bum™). The coar
is Rick Owens, designer of her favourite-
ever leather jacket: “A majorinvestment, 5o

fucking expensive, but vou know, I've had
it for vears and vears and if you do cost for
wear,.. Narciso Rodriguer, who sleeps in
his, gave me some good adviee. 1 kept
saving it for hest and he said, just wear it
like a2 cardigan...” Her body is tiny and
shapely, but not alicnatingly so. She has a
Pilates tcacher, whom she starced seeing
after giving hirth to her son, but ics “totally
different” o whar her husband does, and
all that talk of developing “hahy guns™ for
Tie Rowrme Lesaey is tosh, “IF 1 lifred weights
'd ger huge, U'm naturally very muscly, so
I'm kind of into general and moderare.”

Marriage clearly suits her. but here
we are going o have o tread carefully:
like the simple gold band she wears on
her lilv-whire wedding Anger, she's not
exactly shouning from the rooftops
about 1t One wants to ask all sores
of silly questions about whether
Draniel Craig wears shose swinuming
rrunks around  the  house, bt
Weis is far oo defr, far oo wsed (o
the interviewing process o let
anything juicy slip,

This much we know. She called
off her five-vear engagement to the
dirceror Duarren “Bleck Swan”
Aronofsky, father of her sii-year
old son, Henry, in the summer of
2010. Nor long alterwards 10 was
annonneed that Crug had broken
his long-standing engagement o
Sarsuki Mirchell. Last June, she
and Cradg were married, super-
discreetly, in the grounds of their
upstate New York country house,
There were only four wirnesses,
Wil .:-,|"1,|,-|1”|n WCTe |.||::|“||.‘"_h' '.?I.I'I.l'.i l".-"d.
Craig’s 20-vear-old daughrer by his
first wife, the actress Fiona Loudon,
“Twas made a very beautiful [dress]
andd he was very sweer” offers
Weisz with that inscrumable smile.
“But | don’t have to rell anyone who by,.”

Weise and Craig first met in 1994 when
they appeared topether inoa play at the
Nadomal Theatre Smudio. Endtled  fes
Girandes  Horizamtales, 0 was put on by
Talking Tingzucs, the experimental theatre
company Weise founded ar Cambridge w ith
fellow smdents Garnete and David Farm,
Weise plaved the conrtesan Cora Pearl,
Crape plaved the commandant — 1 didn’t
cast him, the others did!” - who falls madly,
hopelessly in love with ler {there were a
few msteful nude scenes together). “We did
two performances,” Weise recalls. "1 think
Peter Brook came to one of them, "Tragically
no one videoed ir, | séod they had.” Rumour
has it Craig held a torch for her ever since.
Whatever the case. the nexr time the =
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couple hooked up professionally was on the
ser of Jim Shendan's thaller Dvegmr Honse,
and thar was that. Manhatran-based author
Cizrole Radawill, who has known Welsz for
vears, remembers Weisz telling her abour
Craig over coffee in LA, “] was nlking
abour mv rather dull-ac-the-ume love life
when Daniel called her, They spoke for
only a few minutes, and when she hung up
she looked at me and gizgeled and blushed.
Ar that very moment | fele they would get
marnel | knew iowas big love, real big love
—and thar it came with a face
and body  like Danmels...
Hell, char am't 50 bad cicher,”
As for Weise, whenever |
veer anywhere near the
subject, all I get is a
chocolatey  smile. “Look,”
she says cventually, “there
are other people involved,
its not just me. IF [ was asolo
show. IF T didn'e have a child
who could almost read. ..
Certainly, on cthe looks
front, Weisz and Craig make
the perfecr ps

ir, she so raven,
he so pnarly. In interviews
past, Weise has admitted to
an  “exhibitionist™  soreak,
which she now vehemently
denies. But doing the red
carpet as Mr and Mrs James
Bond must be fun? “Well,
actually, 1 don't see it like
thar,” she pently cormmeces.
“I don't think any actress
would say doing the red carper is s
cerrifying, The way o ger through it s
to prerend. Te's a fantasy, ke walking into
a fanmasy world, T'hese people, they
rransform vou, and that is fun”

“Rachel has a fanrastical imagination
which serves her well,” aprees ditector
Scan Marhias, who worked with Weisz
carly in her carcer. “Yer ar the same time
she is very analyocal and has a habic of
scrutinising  things in her mind  before
commirting. She is very true w herself, so
it was quite shocking to sec her play thar
whole Hollywood pame. She's such an
wconoclast, | chought she'd skire all thar”

“What vou see on the red carper is not a
character thar has  anvrhing o
explains Weisz. “T used ro he very shy, amd

say,”

in a way thar was what was so preat about
the dea of acting. You can hide the real
vou hehind that character.”

Weise's new film, T Rowrne Legaey, offers
plenty of scope for her imaginative bent,
though licdle can he revealed here: *he
paranoia around the Blm s as paranoid as

a8

Weisz and Corodg at The Crirl With
the Dircfeon Trertoo prermiere, 2012

the film itself — | think they feed off cach
ather,” Weisz observes diplomarically. Let's
just say Jeremy Renner takes on the mante
of Mare Damon as another Treadstone
alumni, Aaron Cross, and Weise plavs

Marrta, “u nice, normal, regular person”™ who
ends up on the run with Cross through the
slums of Manila. *We had to licerallv run
through the homes of these warm, Kind
people wich all their washing on the line
wrned inside out because of the duse.”
Which all

reminds me of her work
as Tessa Quayle i i
Cowstant  Gardewer.  “Ah
yes” she says, “bur wich
{oaitand (rardener, beoause
I was this pain-in-the-orse
do-gooder, 1 oar least had a
fictional relationship with
the people on whose world
we'd intruded.
were licerally on the mn. We
didn’t stop and ralk o them
in the film, so o was kind of
weird... The tone is very
realistic,” she adds. “I'm not
plaving a superhero, | don't
have superpowers, | don'
cven have a gun. Thats
really what 1 Jeze abour it

Here, we

that as this type ol llin poes
it's not i plausible ar all.”
“Te was a big, difficule
part,” says Besrme director
Tony  Gilrow, “and the
demands were really high.
The dirty secrer for me 1s
that T went on a very long, public search for
the guv [Renner], bue when it came to the
temale lead, 1 cast Rachel night away. You'd
think there were a long line of actresscs
who would fic the brief, bur chere aren™.”

cisz  and  her
sister Minnie, a

photographer
and CHUTATOT,
were o and

brought up in
Guolders Green,
Her father, George, an émigré  from
Hungary, was a moedical inventor. TTer
maorher, Edith, was raised in g Vicnnese
convent and converted from Catholicism to
Judhinsm betore becoming o psvehotherapise
who practised from home. Somerimes
Rachel and her sister would arrempr o
listen to what was going on in the sessions
through che wall, ®0h, did | say that?
That's terrible!™ gigeles Weise,
Though life che: Werse wasnt quite as
intellectual as i has been made oue to he in

previous interviews O course we didn't sit
round the rble discussing Freud, 1t
was more, "Who burne the moussaka?™),
German was spoken by both parenes, the
pretty  much  roled, and
learning was held very, very dear. She onee
commented that her morher would ideally
want her to be an actress and a barrister.
“¥es, well, my mother has o very vivid
imagination,” she responds coolly, “where
she can imagine these parallel universes
where you can be four things ac once.”
Precociously  bright, Weisz was  also
prodigiously heaunful and, after winning
a modelling competition at the age of 14
(1 lied 1o the agency sbout my height,
pretended [ was 56t 7in™), was offered a
role in a film opposite Richard Gere, Her
father threatened m leave home if she
accepted ic “Then, having been asked
leave both Norch London Collegiate and
Benenden (T used o sav T was expelled
because irsounds raunchicr™ ), she artended
St Pauls where, thanks mostly to a Mliss
Gough and a Miss Evans, she decided to
knuckle down. “Miss Evans was magical”
recalls Weisz, “very tough, very feminist,
You know, *the painthrush is the phallus
attacking the human body” sort of thing.”
Weisz wus bitten by che theatrical bug
age 15, when her mother ook her to see
King Learar the National [heartre, starring
Bill MNighy, with whom she later worked in
avid Hare’s Page Fighr. "It was hke
warching Mick Jageer do Shakespeare,”
she savs, *[INighv] didn’t know it chen, bue
he became a sorc of mentor” She formed
lalking Tongues ar Cambridge becanse
*“1 kepr auditioning for pars and not
germing them. On the whole | just wasn™
the star, 50 1 thought fuck i 'l do my
own thing.” 5o there she'd be, in her
dungarees, handing out flvers, “and then
vou'd ger five people tuming up for the
performance, Oh, they were grear omes,”
she sizhs, racher wistfullv, *(reay omes.”
Weisz made a huge impact on campus.
“She was part of 4 gung of women chat los
of young guvs thought were intimidatingly
beauriful and intelligent,” recalls a fellow
student.“She’d give these dinner pardes

LOCONSCIUS

that everyone wanted o go to and was
very much the femme fatale. I chink it was
important for her. She liked che arenoon,
And she was very good ar pecting what she
wanted. Not the averape student ar all...”

Garnerr savs Weise has alwavs been
someone “who knows who she is inoan
empty room. She docs not necd w define
herself by other people’s opinions  of
her, She's very robuse like thar” Robust?

Yes, but complicared, mavbe even =173
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